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FRESEMTATION OF THE WOR D (JOHM £ =4:54)

As yom woek 10 mpply these thiee principles, beware of o commen traps: envy
and jealoavy. People often confuse these two fears becsuse boch are facled by the
dread of not having,

Ervy has empty hands and wanas chem full.
]nlwrr!ul.fhll Bunds and ncvu'mnu-lhcmnw.

Envy languishes in seli.piay because it docsn's have what others have.
Jeabousy rams in paranoia becasse it feaes losing what it feels worthless 1o

John ibe Bapiiser svoided bosh wraps. He dhaiched noching and released every-
shisg, o the Loed: his following, his popularity, his will. He recognized that God
owns it all and deserves all the glorys therefiore, we find the greases joy in fulfilling
oug puspese: “a glorify God. and fully to enjoy Him foeeves™ I it any wonder
Jesus considered bim greas!

Water for a Thirsty Woman (John 4:1-42)

"Trgsihadn whisn ts Lond knaw that tha Pharisees had beserd that Jesus
waes rmaking and Baplizing moee disciples than John Yalhough Jdus
Himsall waes notl baptizing, but His desciples weeo), *He left Judea and
waril Bway 0gain into Galiles. ‘And He had %0 pass through Samaria. 'S0
Hi caena 1 i city of Samanka called Sychar, near the pancel of ground that
Jncob g 10 his son Joseph; "and Jacob's woll wars Shane. 50 Jsius,
beeiriy wsarbe] Trowm His journiry, wis sitting this bry the well. i v a0t
v shwthy Fidur.

FThere came a woman of Samaria bo drw water. Jesus sald fo bar,
“Give Mo a deink.” "For His disciples had gone fway into the city io buy
food, TTherahons the Samaritan woman sakd o Hem, “How i8 it that You,
g @ e, Ak Fi B & cink aincs | am @ Samaritan woman T (For
Jows have no dealngs with Sarariang ) “Jesus answered and said 1o
b, *18 yous kv thes gt of God, and whe it i who 5ays 1o you, "Give
M & drink,” you would have nsked Him, and Hi wdild Pk givin you
Trvirsg weistiee.” "'Shet Sk b0 Himn, “Sir, You have nething to drm with and
the woll s deep: whare then oo You got that lving water? TYou are rat
greator than cur fatfer Jacok, are You, who gave us the well, and drank
o it himsolf and his sons and his cattie? "Jesus answoned and said 1o
Past, “Evaryons whio drinks of this water will thirgl again; "Bt whomer
v &l Ehi wined Ehat | will give him shall never thirsl: Bul the water tha
1 will ghve him will become in him a well of waler Springing e bo abemal
life."



VWaser for a Thrsty VWornan (Aohn £7-47)

T WO S8kl 0 Him, S ghve e thin waiter, 30 |l not ke
Ehiraly nar commi all the way haee i demne.” “He said 10 hee, Go, call your
Fughand and come here.” “The woman answered and s, *1 Fares no.
hagshand.® Jesus sald to har, *You have comactly sald, *| haw no bus-
band’; "or you have had fhes husbands, and the one whom pou row have
I5 nod your husband this you har Said truly,” “Tha woman s 1o Him,
“5ir, | parcahe that You ane a prophel. ™Cwr falhens worshiped in (hes
msuntain, and you poople say that in Jerusalem is the place where man
ought 10 worship.® "Jesus said o hee, *Woman, bolievs Mo, an hour is
Coming vehen naithee ini this mowniain o in Jenssalen will you worship
i Fiiliid, T¥ist weorshis whal you 89 net kide? wi veorship what we
ke, fior sabvation & fnom the Jows. PBut an hour i coming. and now
s, ‘whisn the triss worshipers will worship the: Father in spirit and truth; for
such pecple the Falfser sesis to be His worshipors, “God is spirit, and
treaza who worship Him maust worship in apirit and truth.” 5The woman
amid b0 Hem, °1 ko Shat Massiah is coming (Mo whao is called Christ
whan that One comes. He will declane all things o s ™ Jeaus said 1o
har. *| who spaak to you am He.™

il this point His desciplos cama, and they wers arazed that He had
s Spiiibdieng with) & woenan, Yot re on anid, “What oo You seek?” o,
Wiy 6 You Spaai with herT™ 350 the woman left her waterpol, and went
o the Gty and sakd to the men, ™ Came, see o man who tokd me all the
things tha | have dons; this ks not the Chrisd, s 7 =They went out of the
city, ard waen comeng 1o Him,

“ilaamyhie the disciples wees urging Him, saying, “Flabbi, sal”™ ¥Bud
Hap ikl 10 tham, 1 hinae B0 to eal that you do nat know about.™ 50 the
disciples weve Bining 10 one another, “Mo one brought Mim g Ba
aat, did he?™ ™ lesus sald to them, Mrhnd..h:dﬂl‘lﬂdmm
serd M and 10 socomplksh His work, *00 you not sy, Theen ane yat four
montihs, and than comis tha harvwes!'? Babesia, | sy b0 you, B9 up your
Erpd. and kak of the Helds, that they & white lor harvest. ®Aleady he
who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for ide sternal; so Shat
e who sows and he who reaps may rejeioe together. For in this case the
Sawying s Ansp, “Onen SOWS BN andothar Mg 1 800t you 10 reap that for
which youn haven not Boned; otivers Rav Iabored and you have enteced into
thair labor™

®From that city many of the Samaritans balessd in Him bacauss of
fha woed ol the woman who testified, “He fold me all the things that | hee
done.” “Sg when the Samantens came to Jesus, By wine ssking Him
o sy with Ehay; el Hie st thans two cirys, “Many mone el
becauss of His word; “and they wene Siying bo the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said that v believe, for ve have haard for ourselos
and kngw that this One is indeed the Savior of the wond.”




PRESENTATHIN OF THE WORD (JOHM 1119 = 4:54)

Jorerm Eravatng befwooen Judes and Gallkel utualy st Samana. a b they

onsbdened dohled by (herile imfermarriage srad neligious Eynerebiam. Aathed than
wnlicing &F Ergaara 304, ey SES0ENE0 T MOEInNg ETTURGNG Jeusalem i e
Jordan Plain, [Gumeyed slong B aastern shore of the Jofdan fiver, Srd U torned
sl w0 Dalles Jesus. Nowewer, chose B dinect Fouin from Jonmalem to Cana, whach
100k HIm thiough The Sarmartan ien of Syokar.




Water for & Thensty Wioman [bohn £1-42)

Expere instrucioas know that if a mudent is 10 muizer 8 new skill, his or her
uﬂ.ﬂ;m imclude balanced poetions of vhree essengial elemenss: llamrppnn-
tice, and inspiration. These can come in any onder and cheough a varicry of means,
but no training is comphore witheu all theee. Theory without pracrice is poisles.
Prscrice without theory is fruscrating. Theory and practice withowst inipisaisen
drdgery. Leavr out any one chement and stodesms will slman cemainly fil or gair.

Ohace John che Bapiz ced Jesus as the Messiah, the Lond wasted no
rimue calilmgmnuph W.ninn forty-sight bours, five hand-sclected students had
began 1 g for i besa chan i on of the workd. They had seen

}wupffﬂmmruluﬁ!! 12}, chey had experienced His pasionate dewre far
pevival (2:03=25), and chey had heard Him preach and seach (3:1 = 36). The time
Mmhgmuﬁmlﬁrfmmumnﬁmmhmm
weasld become Jesus, the missionary, and show His students how eo reach the weald
outids af fudaism, Beeweoon Galile 1o the north and Judea im the soath, a lostand
feanaken peopls lrved in a spirirual i-and called & ia—and they, toa,
meeded o hear the good new

an-a-

Teying 1w crace Jesus” movements as described in the gospel of Johi s not ai helpful
a it it in Ludr, who provided a meee cheonologies] sccounr. The Symopric Gospels
{Matzhew, Mark, and Lake), however, don’ vell us nearly as much abswt the Loed s
minisery in Jadea is doci Jobin. We learn from John that Jens resvelad freqaently
betweon Galilee amd Judes, for widely varied ressons. In this case, He sensed thac
His miniscry in Jisdea was steracting steendion for the wrong reamas, Whils tab
weill ahways siir controveriy, Joisi wad i istereied in squariag off with the Phari-
ces—at lexn mot yot, mot mneil i served [-].isuii.muepupm:{ﬁ:n—ﬁ:l.

4:4

The phease “had eo” tramilates 3 Groek verb mesning “ro be necessary.” Anyone
mnfamiliar with Samaris’s hiswry would ot see anything pecaliar abost Johsa's
word choice, Diraw & straight line From Jerasabem e Cana (4:46), accoans for the
Billly sezeain, and & sropover in Sychar appears perfeaify reasonable.
jdmcbmrd’m&.hw-mwwldbmhwnwwwwr}nﬂlmh
Jows dospised Samarians, To them, Semaritans weee id hal Fbreed:
nically polluzed. religiady confused, and moslly debased. During a pareicalashy




PRESENTATION OF THE WORD (JOHM 119 - 4:54

dark period in Lerael’s hisory, the Hehrew inhabitanss of chis region inscrmarriod
with Gentiles and established their own remple wo rival the oac I8 Jerusslem. Con
sexquecntly. Jews — particularly Phasisocs —weukd nod set oot on Semarinan soil, and
frandcly, chere was na bovs: lost on the pa of the Sannaritan peopls.

‘T avoid “cofstamination,” moat |ews traveling bevween Galilee end Judea chose
o crow the Jordan River andd " areursd Samaria wo the east racher than joussey
straight shrough. S0 10 sy, “r war secesary oo pass thioegh Samasi,” suggests
soiie moed other than grographical.

&:5-8

Jobin bocates the Samaritan ciny of Sychar, net in terms of it prographic location,
bruit by zs Wisoric relevance. This pascel of Lisd was significant in Berael's history
a3 a place purchased by Jacob (larer renamed “luracl”) and given eo kis sons (Gen.
33:08— 2007, This was also che place where the bones of Joseph were Laid wo rest after
Lursel’s Exedus Frem Egypt {Joak. 24:52).

Joha's memtien of the well is no accident enher. Samaria had no major rivers
s suppldy waver, only wadis {narural drainspe chamnels), which broughe seasonal

A BRIEF HI L) * TRIBES

Mier T Hébriw fitich it e Proemased Land, 1 vaed for weveral Sonfurie . twidn Yibes unted Oy
worship in o ibemacis, kocaied in Shich, about ten mided t Mt Gatsm. Eventaly, lerasls Sind
ing. Sokormon, Sonnucted o parmanenl Temple in e

‘Sheithy aher Solomons death, S northerm ten trites mected the iplimabs successor 10 S oo,
et 1 iChkarirous rebel geraral b bad e, Hrved & raiton, and claired hargel”
for theemmsves. Tt ghern iben of Bergamin and Judah 1 oyl 1y Scloman's son e Bacame
o s “dudah.” Morth and Soutt Sought frequently throughons thie rece! fwe Bustined e, uni lsmel
s chstractee by Pepeated S99 by ASYyTian king Pul (2 Kings 15:18-301 1 Chien. 5.26), aiso cabed
Tighatt- b 7 Kirgrs 1525, b 901). Finally, Shaimarwrey (7 Kingl 173+ 6 andi his successon, Sargen.
rahad off ksl by deporting the ten Sibes and inferrasying Tm wih 0fher conguined rators, VBl
epacieg them out of existenca, A 720 BE., ooy & STl Bt of 1 ben bribess remiained in the frth:
s heeriiony, and most of Bhem Begen o iteemarny with Gentles.

At Ehe pecpi o Judsh, who Became known ns *Jees.* wene exiod 1o Batwyion 508 557 B5) and
later returmac) undie th leackeship of Zenubbabed, Erra, 2 hefswmiah, they found the sorthem mgion
inhatited by “Gamanting,” of Both Hebrew ard Gantis hertige. Tafaoed. rounted when the Samantams
o the retraiing of Jorusalem anc T termpls, The frud brpach porumed when the Samartans tult
it e demapler O Migumnt: Cerizim, chairming Tt I, ind ot Jenusahem, was i suiets placos of werdin.




Wvnbor for a Thirsty Worman (Jobn 4 -42)

ruins and then dried up for moebs at a vime. Jeremiah used the wadi as an image
of decese (Jer. 15:08). The himoric location and the preicnce of Jacok'i well gave
Jesus (arsd wherefore, Johm) heer peerfiect opy iy 1o draw o the familiar
symbod of life: waber,

The sixch Boar i Jewish radim:ingwuiboi.u mesin. Early in Mi}'ﬂlrintlhe
barbey harvest), the sun would hawe been high and the weather hot and dry. Jesus
and the disciphes had travebod chrosghout the morming and needed fod 4nd warer
umuinugllhﬁrhﬂw.%hkﬂumdhylhw&pmbdﬂyhhm.I-'[i.:
stisdenes went in search of food (v B,

— & T =8
As John tells the scory— this pomion of which he had to have heard from
Jewus — the appearance of the woman app incidental, Again, those Famili

with the cumoms of the day would immediaely notice rwo ominous domils. Firs,
she came alome, Women generally came o the well in groaps, not oaly oo shine
the ksbos of drawirg water. but to socialive. Second, she came during the hear of
the day. The best time 1 canry Five gallons (nineteen liersh of water, weighing
approximarely forty poands (eighteen kgl was carly in the morning or juie befoee

H The <ing appear carioas and give the impression thas the
meeting was accidenaal. The meaning of “had w® {v. 4} becomes a liecke chearer
i,
As Jesus engaged the woman im conversarion. take note of a repeared cycle.
Six timit Jevas appealod v the woman, and siz times she attempeod 1o deflecs the
discission:

}um:pp:nhdmhﬂh&duﬂ{tﬂ.rdlh:mnnwkfﬁujw
LA

Jeun appealod o ber canmay (v 1), and the woman resposded warcanically
(e, 11=12)

Jesus appealed so her wpiringal noed v 13- 14), and the woman responded
with a demial (v 15).

Jesus appealed o her personal incerest {v. 16}, and the woman changed the
subjeet (v 171

Jesus appealed o ber conscience (v 17 < 18], and the woman nised a contro-
versial isar (v, 19=200,

Jesus appealed e ber wall bv, 21 - 24), and the waman eied to delay sny
decision {v. E5).
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Werter for & Thiraty Wioman Ghohn 401 =43

Jewas brobee wigh che rradivion of His day by spcaking to the woman and polily
asked her o draw Him some weater rom the well. Whiks Jesus would mever beeak
3 commandment or behwve immorally, He rowinely flouted (and sametimes
appeared 1w rake special delight in Moutieg) the ponsemical cusoms of religion.
He had come s sedecen this woman and He knew how to reach her, She ware the
emotionsl armor of & woman beaten down by the moraliey of the righteous. He
honoved her closcly guarded vulnesshilisy by appealing oo her kindness.

el —

She responded defensively. The way John recosdi the wamas’s woeds reveals
hew shocked she fele, Liverally, sk said, “How You, being a Jow, from me ask o
deisk? — 3 woenzn, 3 Samaritan!” The vone of her queition agked, in offees, “What
are you doing asking me for 2 drink? Dian's vou know the rules? 1'm beneath you as
a poe-Jow, 31 3 woran, and 23 8 Samarian. You can’t insamly overcome centusics
of barriers like that "

Joha anderscores the racial peejusdice for anyone who might bave missed the
wriree ol Ber renalos,

4:10 -

Jesua didn't react pa the wesnan's defenaiveness. Inazead. He said im effect. “1F you
eeally keew whom you were talking o, pes woukd be sking Mr for o deink, and |
wonld bave given you Sring waser,” The srnacuse of the sesence in Greek empha-
sizcs the adjective "living.”

"Gl of Giod?™ “Know who He 53" "Living water?™ What an enigmaric stae-
mene! He deliheratcly lserd His comnsent with enricing phraces and then delivered
e with casual ease. This was no less outrageosas than i | wers to dnog the following
fine im0 normal converssion: *Well, back on Mars, where l'm from, everyone has
free cablde TV, People would chink | was joking.

He clearly invended 10 excive her curiouiny.

—&4M=12 —

The Sumariras woman shows a quick wit by respoading with sanciam, which tbe
dictionary defines as "2 mode of srirical wit depending for s effect on bier,
cauazic, and often iranic lenguspe thar is unslly directed against an individaal ™




FRESENTATEON OF THE WORD (JOHN 10~ 4:54)

A madern vengon of ber lime maght be, “Hey, man, the waters a this well rua deep
and, clearly, your bucker doesn's go all the way down? 3, where do you plan 1o gee
thix warer. the g kind!” She sl reactnd o Josu” insinsation tha He's

special by drawing e the history of the s,

This is am imtelligent woman with a delaghtiul senaie of bumar, bat a rouggh life
haad gremind ber wit g0 2 exvor’s cdge. Undoubeedly, many men had charmed her amd
then left her broken. Bow, any man who thinks he's God's gift should be careful,
Most men wosld hane gosten the menage and backed off. Bat Jesus didn's wane
ket like oher men waneed her.

413-14

jmhj-puﬂdhl sarcastic asauly amd then sppealed vo ber spirioual need. She
meeded new life. Sin had destroyed ber od life, boch in the theokoghcal sere and
in the emwtiomil sense. She bad bong since stopped livieg and was merely eximing.
Furthermore, ber deach-like life would scon end in evermal death.

Jesar played on images of well waser, which is stagnant, and running water,
which s “lving.” vo describse the kind of life svailable o chose who believe in Him,
Those who wast in Christ never need 10 look outssde themsdbee for satisfaction
hecause He dwells within them, sapplying cvery ensational snd iparinual need.
They will never be withowr warer sgain.

~ 4718 -

Either the woman was spiritually wne-deaf, or she was deliberarcly avoiding the
real e, Ofven poople svoid callking sbout spinitual marsens becasie phyaical needs
are casier po satidy and frequently provide dhe iBlason of deeper satisfacrion. Thar’s
whur diives all sors of compubiions and addictions. They also avesd spiricual dis-
cumions because they are too painfully penional and they bave kearned o cope with
theis huphm:th-y&mimunpmwrjnglh delicare balunce they have
worked =0 hard w achieve.

Regasdless, the waman sook the convration hack ingo the shallows, wheee she
fiekt more comforrable.

A6

]mipuun::nd.whiwl;wmﬂng with am inmsocent peqaest. At rhe surfioe hevel,
He appealed to her personal ineress. In most any other converation, mo anc coubd




Water for a Thirsky Yaman {John d:0-43)

have taken affems, Bus foua koow the dilomana ot pased Far bee, She andeubtedly
lielr srang aned probably made the consection berween “thirs™ and ker oerrent liv-
ing ANTAnECmCTtE.

N counic Jei knew her sinastson, He keew all sbour her sexually promiscuous
life. And He went directly for her need. He appealed s her deepest personal langing,

The wuman resposded by changing the subjece, She hoped o shift the opic
ol comversation o the socepeable side of her bulfarush: *1 dea't have o husband (in
ke traditional wenae of the werd),”

A7 =18

Jevas used His supernatural knevwledge to take the converation bebow the srface,
He set aside all fun and games in onder 1o appeal to ber consicnes. I is notewor-
they thar He didn’t condensn ber or shame her or exploit her sinfulness. He merely
nzaved the truth and bt it stand oo i own, The man she was Bving with was nos
ber bushand, bu the sixth temporary man in s ke line of remporary men. Diespive
shar ugly reality, Jevas found 2 way w0 commend her for the trushiul half of her
Bullerush.

- 4:18-20

The woran etrviously didnt feel s thecatened a3 o ran away. Exposing the sousce
of someone’s shame oo quickly leaves him or her feeling emotionally siripped
maked. and the only matural reiponse i vo mn for cover. Bur Jesad® dming was
PEF:EL He enabliabed a WLI-IHIhmddrmmmﬂllil Fnuilrnm-
cern for ber as a person, rlnu.lvuhu:r_!'lum‘md heer with uncommen dignicy and

donaichy o ber | noed. Hie didn's allow her o diszesce Him
&mﬂumluﬂmlnﬂh&imﬁhﬂqhmmfkﬁnﬂmuﬂﬂﬂmm
in a pointless cheological debate.

“0h, you've been so semenary. You muse be enremely smare. Loy mee ash you
something I've atways wondered abow. How do you reconcile the great exiisential
problom of God's sovercipnty ane the Errr-lﬂm"ﬂ«hmhrwhm the great
debute revilved sround the most appeoapriare place o dip an P Ged,

d:2-24

Iweish | conibd think an my feer as quickly s Jau He seither indulged ber ruse
noe ignored her question. He used her distraction 1o ger the comversation back m




PRESENTATION OF THE WOR LY (JOHMN 1119 - 4:54)

the real issue. Her problem —as with mest poople in John's scoount—was not
thece ioacs ta challenge her,

1. The aerahly b o warsly & of diery comcern in beaven. A remple b
given for che benefi of human beings, not God. A remple merely serves o
focus our wandering astention. Many Jews fithfully worshiped Ged oven
when taken thowsands of miles from the Jerusalem semple, even as it lay in
ruins.

1. The olypect af worrkip i primary in husven and srcondary im Samaria, Make no
mimake, the Samarian remple mdﬂwdznd beaile in direcr nppuu.lr.m'l.
0 the recomsrucrion offorss of Eara and Nehemiahe And the men who buil
it did not kenow the ane, e God. Jesus dide't shy sway from the uncom:
fortable cruth. The & i were indeed idolacroas.

3. The guality of warnbip & the trur mesiwer of drvation to Ged. Even @1 Josus
wwlhmninﬁamﬁglhhﬁhrﬂwm“pﬂﬂuﬁq
the temple with their moncy-changing schemes. Therefoee. the semple in
MﬂmmmwthmeWerﬂ The Loed

WANCS Sp mp ip

The wosman fefl back v ber lum line of deferae, ome commonly used oday: delay.
Sk eried o backpedal our of the comversation, dlaiming that all masvers of theol-
oy are mesod unil the Messiah comes 1o peiolve them. The Sanuriesns expecied
& Miessiah 1o be like Moses, moee reacher and propher. Sess ruber ard pries (Deur.
!H:IS—IB].ﬁnwd.h;mﬂlill.rofming.'“ummnﬂyw-‘hﬂ:m
end what isn't until chis grese Tescher comes 1o reveal all ehings.”

The woman's stvernpt 0o back can of the comversation played perfectly i Jesus’
hands, Joha's description of the encouster builds eward a dimax. The Lotd wac-
cessfislly bypassed all of her deferses i oeder w Ly the ultimase ek befoee her,
He said, in effect, "Good! You den't have to wait any longer. [ am the Messiab, and
Fam bere past as promised.”

In the Greek, the phrase *1am” is particularly emphatic: epf s It harkens back
mﬁdtﬂf#ﬁﬂmﬁwhﬂ-ww TAM WHOTAM® (Ex. 3:14). Both Jows and

d Jesum” g In facy, &Eﬂwmmudkﬂuaf
blasph e claiming i be God | of His | use of the | am™ formula
[ﬁﬂ S'IS.H 1&53 S5 0T, 10 008 1509 Ii"fr:iScl 18:5-8].




Vo for o Thirsty \Womnnn (dohn 4:1=43)

— 4227 =30 —

The recurm of the disciphes and their appacest shock aver an obviows breach of Jow-
ish etiquene could have felr awkward, v e for the woman, 'We aren't cold. All
we kmow is that the woman Fforgoe all abowt ber osiginal ek and ran back o the
vy 10 condfer with Beer own eeligious surhorities.

The construction of the Greek wensence in vene 29 ancicipates 3 nogatiee
respone: “He coubdn't postibly be the Chrise, could He?™ Bur then the weman
prescennd evidence so suggess tha she, in face, did believe Jesas 1o be the Mesiah.
Remarksbly, the detaile she so painfully svoided discuwing kad b a josrful
comfirmation of ber sparinaal hope.

Her restimony had a positive effect. The men of ler sown feht compelled o meet
the man who might posshly be their Savior,

d:31-34

The ineerlude berween Jesus” discuriion with the waman and His miniaserieg o
the news of the sown allows wi 1o sce why John inchedes chis incident in his gospel.
kﬁ.ﬂ-Hlﬂp\mlwmﬁl—{*!"}WMIhmﬂ.-hwth
entire own 1o Chirist with her estimany, And, just as impartans, He “had to pass
ﬂ-.m;h&mmh‘ Inu-dﬂmﬁwi-ih&dphalhl H‘liﬂiqiﬂﬂw“h
was Jesus’ purpose for coming io carth and che dotiny of His dnciplei. Moscowe,
it weas a eangiblie besson on che firse rule of the new kingdom: Cibvaione i the Word
of God i1 meare importani and more sarigfying shan fulfiling any mere physical meed
(Dheui. 8:3; Mate, 4:4; Luke 4:4).

4:35-38

Jesus them narned 1owand the Ficlds of hardey (the poor man’s grain) and sotod how
dnmhhadﬁdzd[mmm ligha breraon, =Whiee foe harven” b an exag.
fy ripe.” IF the grain bnt harvesed in rime, the weed

pndiﬁ.ll D'Tlllrllilkl-“i“ﬁh i a pragic and hamilisng blander by the farmer,
Sapiie omIMCLaIE tuggen Jems kaoked screds vhe fizkds a5 he quosed & famer’s
" Fosar momths and then the harvest,” before taring 1o sor the Samasieans
arriving in thear whise robes. “Lift up yous eyes .. . they ase whise for hueves.” This
Is peehaps trise, bur we can anly speculite. We do know for cenin Jevas theught of
had caled the disciples 1o Barvess the men and woman Geod had peepared.




PRESENTATION OF THE WiORD (JOHM 19~ 4:54)

4:39-42

Jobin, 2 maseer steryteller, pusms From Jesus’ lecruge back 1o the living illustrarion
He had archestrated. The entire town of Sanasicans followed the woman's witnes
e alimcirver abe Savioe for themsehve, Whan an | “evungelis™ 1be woenan
ws! She had no wholesome roeas. She had po seminary training, She knew it
cheology. She coaldn’s explain why Jowas muns be the Mesiah, She merely reporeed

‘Thee response of the Samaritans stands in sharp contrast g that of the ndigious
braders in Jerusdermn, Unlike the theologically wund Jows rannisg the eemple, the
bured “half-beeeds” welcomed Jesus and asked Him o teach. And, as a resuby of
bearing Him. “many maone bicend.”

Jetan concludes the kessom on evangelien with a relling staremens by the newdy
harvessed Samaritans. While the woman's testimony beoughi thom s hear Chaids,
& wan their own encouster with the Wond thar caased them 1o v Jesas a5 their
Savior

Application
The Few, the Humble, the Reapers

A John told the sory of Jeus and the Samaritn uun.m.'lu-mﬂ:imu!yﬂ'rqha-
sized the sharp distinction berween the attitudes and actions of Jrius ansd those of
Hia disciphe. Theie dissimilarity i especially clear in the inserhude berween His
comversation with the woman and His grecting the iownspeople. While the woman
witneised 1o the wwn headers, the Lord impressad on His disciples the wrgent need
Far babsarers eo harves souls ripened by the Holy Spiric. The disciples illasorare
several mrirudes thar frequently keep ws from emeving the fields of harvess, Theee
wconme w0 mind.

1. We are puar off by peejudice or bigorry. The disciples saw Jesus nalking wa
Samuarian woman— o them, she was as Jow on the social ladder as ane could
descend — and they smply could nos believe i Let's face i we care abour the
sabvation of some people mote than others. And though it's hard po admin, we hope
that some despacabile sl nevier cicape the darksess ol hell, Onir Creasor, however,

doesn’t rank people on a scale of worthi W wre alf nthy of sahvarion, yer
cqually loved by Him,

2. Wi arr comimemed Witk thy miwmadang devaily of Wl The disciples coubdn't step
thinking shout food long emough ro notice their Muster's encivermens, They left
Him weary, hungry, and thirsty from eravel; they retummed oo find Him Brmming,




g it o Distancs {hobn 4463~ 548}

with energy. Anyome the least bir perceptive should have sev aside the food and
axkedd the Loed whas made Him io dhoorfisl. Bat not those s Faerving, shormighaed
discipler.

We spend most of our day dealing with the so-called neccssinies of life fzing
mcals, hwph;ﬂhduh. ﬂuhmg: lmng. Wheen was the Bast rime yom sev aside
timne amd made specific plans vo share the good news an work or with someone you'd
befriended in your neighbarhood

3. We arr ludled inro inarrisn &y the promive of wwmareow. The disciples didn’t
appreciace the urgency of their call. Jewus uved a popular canchphrase among Farm-
on in His day, “Four monatha, and then the harvest.” to rouse them imo sccion. He
axid, in effecy, "M four months ... NOW! The time is now!™

W procrasiinaic. Wi proiwme apon tamaogeow, In the eeantime, dearh costin-
s 1o feap. Moecoves, the time before the end of days grows shoerer.

1 notice thar people actively engaged in evangelism Lack many of the sticudes
that deigroy churches. The oy of their eall keeps abems from arguing over the
wanh of people. The prioriry of their call inspires them v handle the denails of lafe
quickly and move on s mose prosing matson, such as che ingatbering of soube
mnw}'d’d\:ﬁﬂﬂpmd;dum e evefoome procerination and m make the
it of cheir oppornanities. These people bave neither the time nor the eovengy 10
waste on anything bus the call eo reap the harvest. They didn's, however, overcome
ecgative sritudes and shes heed the call.

1F you will allow me oo swinch metaphor, people sctively engaged in evangelism
are like peaple on the front lises of baaele. One of ey Marine Corps friends, who
had seen more than his share of combat, once remarked, *The men on che Frent
lnes never complained ahous the food: it was the guys Benbest From the banle wha
grumnbiled the nwear when standing in the chew line!™ Life-and-death scruggle has
:mdmﬁlmlum

Adms iums kit war. b heless, the principh ims thee same.

IFwwmun.l:llporpdu pﬂ:lmwpmnnmmumhqulnm.nmu
never eoaer the harvest. Wi aee called o reap: therefore, we mut ohey. Onee we
h\emﬂimlhﬁmlhﬂ,%hin&lmqﬂkﬂyﬁdrm.

Healing at a Distance (John 4:43-54)

Atnr the two days Ma wend Torth froen theee into Gallge, “For Josus Him-
saif St thad a prophet has no konor in s own country. 56 whan Ha
cami o Galikes, e Gallaans nceived Him, hining ssen all the things that
He e i Jerusaben at the feast; for By Shemsahes Riso wen bo the foast.

e e Sl e e e e — e —————
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